
Habitat requirements for Water Voles are slow 
flowing or static water courses with tall herbs, 
grasses and emergent vegetation providing 
cover, food sources and nesting materials4.  
Populations have suffered a significant decline 
during the latter twentieth century affected by 
a rise in agricultural livestock numbers, habitat 
loss, and predation by the non native American 
Mink. On the verge of extinction in some 
counties, remaining populations and isolated 
and vulnerable to further fragmentation.

Grass-wrack pondweed is a submerged 
linearleaved freshwater macrophyte, associated 
with still or gently flowing calcareous, 
mesotrophic waters; it requires good quality, 
clear water, with only a limited amount of 
emergent vegetation cover. Eutrophication, boat 
traffic, and the shallowing or drying out of canals 
and ditches has resulted in the decline of the 
species2, rendering it a scarce plant nationally 
and it is considered ‘Endangered’ in Britain1, 
it is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan species. It 
is a mobile species, often persisting no more 
than 15 years in a site; rates of colonisation 
seem approximately the same as loss, this 
imparts some uncertainty to data pertaining 
to its abundance. Recent records indicate 
populations are confined to central England, the 
Welsh borders and Norfolk making the Shipley 
Park area one of the important habitats for its 
conservation.

Background image shows one of the habitats ideal for Dingy Skipper 
Butterflys, it is a priority species in the UK biodiversity action plan and 
protected by law. Colonies occur on a wide range of open sunny habi-
tats including woodland clearings, heathland and brown field sites 
including old quarries are good, making Shipley Park ideal. Taller 
vegetation is required for roosting and shelter5.

Lowland, neutral to high pH ponds which are 
well-vegetated and not too shaded are where 
Great crested newts are most comonly found. 
They require medium sized water bodies such 
as ponds, large ditches, quarry ponds, etc. The 
presence of predatory fish and a high density 
of waterfowl reduce the value of ponds. 
Terrestrial habitats are required for feeding and 
hibernation, typically this includes grassland, 
scrub, woodland, hedgerows, ‘wasteground’ 
or quarry floors. An important factor is the 
availability of prey species combined with dense 
ground vegetation to allow refuge. Connections 
between ponds are important for cross breeding 
between different populations3. Numbers 
have declined in recent decades because of 
habitat destruction by urban and agricultural 
development and are now protected by law. 
The importance of areas such as Shipley 
Country Park and the effort that goes into its 
transformation cannot be understated.
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Fenced off woodland is one ex-
ample of the many designated  
spaces in which human intru-
sion is restricted and wildlife 
is left to thrive.

The Wildlife Habitats of the Former Mining Area Shipley Park.
Shipley Country Park is managed by the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust and, connecting to the neighbouring Mapperly Wood makes up 182 acres, is the largest wildlife reserve in Derbyshire outside the 
Peak District. The Park consist of a great diversity of different habitat areas which including Woodland, Wet Woodland and Standing Water, including Lakes, Ponds, Reedbeds, Swamps and Marshes. 
Guidence is provided as part of the Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Action plan within the Erewash Valley chapter1. Shipley Park provides habitat for numerous species of scientific interest and to 
some endangered species. Four of such species Grass-wrack Pondweed Patemogeton compressus, Dingy Skipper Butterfly Erynnis tages, Great-crested Newt Triturus christatus and Water Vole Arvicola 

terrestris. 

The success of such efforts are shown by the presence of still and gently flowing calcerous, mesotrophic water, free from recreational disturbances for Grass-wrack pondweed; 
numerous neutral to high pH ponds large, ditches, quarry ponds, aquatic areas free of predatory fish and waterfowl connected by in proximity to one another and connected 
by wildlife corridors; grassland, scrub, hedgerows, woodlands, wasteground and quarry floors, dense ground vegetation for Great-crested newts; static and slow flowing 
water courses with tall emergent vegetation for Water Voles; woodland rides, clearings, heathland, old quarries, tall areas of tall vegetation for Dingy Skipper Butterflies. 
The importance of areas such as Shipley Country Park and the importance of the effort that goes into its transformation cannot be understated. This poster represents 
just miniscule example of the actions that need to continue in order to increase and maintain a high prevalence of biodiversity both nationally and around the world.
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